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CLABSI Surveillance Program 2012-13 Report

The Central Line Associated Bloodstream Infection
CLABSI (CLABSI) surveillance program was
launched in July 2012 as a collaboration between
the Australian Council for Safety and Quality in
Healthcare (ACSQHC) and the Australian and New
Zealand Intensive Care Society (ANZICS) Centre for
Outcome and Resource Evaluation (CORE).

The database and reporting system collects CLABSI
infection data from Australian Intensive Care Units
(ICUs), and provides de-identified comparative
results of CLABSI rates for the contributing ICUs.

Data Collection

The dataset provided to the CLABSI surveillance
program contains monthly values for central line
days and a count of CLABSI infections. The
definitions for these two data points have been
established by the ACSQHC to ensure national
conformity’. From these two values a rate of
CLABSI infection is calculated.

In July 2012, data began to be provided to the
CLABSI surveillance program by state jurisdictions,
infection control departments of hospitals, or ICUs
directly through the online tool. The first year of
the program has shown good uptake, with CLABSI
surveillance data from 100 units.

*http://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/wp-

content/uploads/2012/02/Implementation-guide-CLABSI-

Consultation-Edition-November-2011.pdf

Contributing Units from July 2012 - June 2013

ACT 2/2 1/1 3/3
NSW 40/40 3/20 43/60
NT 1/2 0 1/2
QLb 7/21 2/14 9/36
SA 6/7 3/6 9/13
TAS 0/3 1/1 1/4
VIC 21/25 8/14 29/39
WA 6/7 2/4 8/11
Total 83/107 | 20/60 | 103/168

*A number of sites do not yet collect lines days and
therefore cannot contribute to the CLABSI Registry

Reporting

In December 2012 the program contained enough
data to make the reporting aspect of the tool
available to ICU directors and unit managers.

There are presently two types of reports available
to assist users in interrogating their CLABSI data:

e Benchmark report — user can view their unit’s
CLABSI rate over time compared with the
national benchmark.

e Comparative report - users can compare their

unit’s CLABSI rate to other units nationally by
viewing de-identified data for a range of
different comparison criteria.



http://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2012/02/Implementation-guide-CLABSI-Consultation-Edition-November-2011.pdf
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http://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2012/02/Implementation-guide-CLABSI-Consultation-Edition-November-2011.pdf

Results
Between July 2012 and June 2013 there were:

e 1710 surveillance entries submitted over
320,358 line days.

e The national average CLABSI rate for all
contributing units was 1.02/1,000 line days at
June 2013, just over the benchmark rate of 1
infection/1,000 line days. (Figurel)

Figure 1: Monthly Total CLABSI Rates
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Comparative data for ICU level, classification,
jurisdictional and regional peer groups is available
for submitting sites. Groups containing three or
more contributing units are shown in figure 2.

Figure 2: Comparative CLABSI Rates July 2012-
June 2013
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New Developments
The online CLABSI Registry has undergone some
changes with new reporting features and in the
latter half of 2014 will be integrated into the
ANZICS CORE Enterprise Reporting System (CERS).
support

Integration within CERS will cross-
interrogation of data between the four CORE
registries: the Adult Patient Database (APD), the
Australian and New Zealand Paediatric Intensive
Care Registry (ANZPICR) and the Critical Care
Resources (CCR) Registry and the newly established

CLABSI Registry.

Other future developments include unit based
CLABSI rates shown in a funnel plot as illustrated
below in Figure 3. This considers the size of a unit,
allowing better

identification of units with

particularly high or low CLABSI rates.

Figure 3: CLABSI Rate Funnel Plot for July
2012 - June 2013
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Note: All publications and use of data submitted to the
ANZICS CORE Registries fall under the ANZICS
publication policy.
www.anzics.com.au/core/information-requests
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